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SEDIMENTARY ROCK

Nature has a wayofmakingsedimentseach and everyday. Dustblowingthroughthe air and
landing on yourdoorstepis sediment. A rock thatyouthrow and a piecechipsoff as itlandsis

sediment. Most sedimentary rock isformedunderwater.

Racksalsogethumped as theyrollalongatthebottomof a river, Theroughedgesget

" chippedoff and settle to thebottom. Dirtfromtheriverbankerrunofffromfieldsalsnrarries
soiiparticlesintostreams and rivers. Someofthis sediment travelsgreatdistancesheforeit
eventuallysettles to thebollomoftheriveroriscarriedout to theocean. Howcanall these

particlesturninto rock?

. Theprocessmaytakemillionsofyears as more sediment piling on top slowlyburies
sediment. As the pile getsheavier, theparticlesnearthebottom are squeezedcloser and closer
together and warmed by theheatoftheearth. Undergroundwaterbringsnewmineralsthatact

likeglue to hold thetinyparticlestogetherintosedimentary rock.

Anotherkindofsedimentary rock isformedwhenskeletonsoftinyseaanimalscalled

plankton fall to thebottornoftheocean. Shells and othersealifealsoadd to thiscollection on
theoceanfloor. All these thingspiling up on theoceanflooralongwiththeheavinessofthe
~watercreates a squeezingpressurethatchangesthe sediment into hard rock. Mineralsthat are
dissolved in thewaterhelp to cement the sediment together. Sedimentaryrocks a.re oftenformed

in layers as more and more sediment falls on top ofolderlayers.




